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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . This action is in response to the Amendment filed March 9, 2004, and to the 
interview concluding May 26, 2004. Claims 1-8 were canceled by the Amendment of 
March 9, 2004; accordingly, the rejections of those claims set forth in the Office action 
of September 9, 2003 are moot. The remaining objections set forth in the Office action 
of September 9, 2003 are withdrawn in view of the Amendment filed March 9, 2004 and 
further in view of the below examiner's amendment. Further, new claims 9-13 (added 
by the Amendment of March 9, 2004) are allowed, subject to the below examiner's 
amendment. 

2. It is noted that the abstract filed March 9, 2004, as well as the paper and 
computer readable forms of the Sequence Listing filed March 9, 2004, have been 
entered. 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with B.J. Sadoff on May 26, 2004. 

4. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.126, allowed claims 9-13 will be renumbered as 
claims 1-5, respectively (see MPEP 608.01 (j)). It is noted that original claim numbers 
are employed in the below examiner's amendment. 
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5. The application has been amended as follows: 
Amend the claims as follows: 

9. A method for the detection of parasites of the Schistosoma genus in a 
biological sample wh e r e in a sp e c i f i c r e g i on of th e DNA of the Sch i stosoma g e nus 
conta i ns SEQ I D NO:1 , said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) extracting Schistosoma sp. DNA from a biological sample; 

(b) amplifying by PCR [[of]] a specific region of said Schistosoma sp. DNA obtained 
in step (a) with o li gonuc le ot i d e prim e rs a primer pair consisting of th e s e qu e nc e s of 
SEQ ID NO:2 and SEQ ID NO:3, to obtain amplified products; and, 

(c) separating the amplified products obtained in step (b) by electrophoresis to 
obtain separated products, and visualizing said separated products to detect the 
presence of any parasites of the Schistosoma genus in the biological sample. 

10. The method according to claim 9, wherein in step (c) the amplified products of 
step (b) are separated by electrophoresis in polyacrylamide gel and visualized by 
colouring with silver salts. 

1 1 . An o li gonuc le ot i d e A primer gair s ele ct e d from th e group consisting of SEQ I D 
NO:2 and SEQ ID NO:3. 

12. A kit to detect the presence of an organism of the genus Schistosoma 

in a biological sample, said kit comprising an o li gonuc le ot i de pr i m e r se le ct e d from th e 
group a primer pair consisting of SEQ ID NO:2 and SEQ ID NO:3. 

13. The kit according to claim 12, further including a protocol and 
instruction manual for th e us e r . 
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Amend the specification as follows: 

On page 18, at line 23, after "GLASS-MA)^" delete "(system used to purify DNA 
fragments)". 
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Substance of Interview concluding May 26, 2004 

6. The examiner contacted Applicant's representative by phone on May 24, 2004 to 
propose claim amendments that would limit claims 9-1 3 to the primer pair with which 
unexpected results (i.e., sensitive detection of multiple Schistosoma species) were 
exemplified in the specification. The examiner also proposed amending the 
specification to delete unneeded generic information regarding a trademark that 
constituted new matter. On May 26, 2004, Applicant's representative contacted the 
examiner and agreed to the proposed amendments. Claims 9-13 are therefore allowed, 
subject to an examiner's amendment. 

Oath/Declaration 

7. It is noted that the requirement for a new oath/declaration set forth in the prior 
Office action is waived, as it is clear that the instant application is a 371 of 
PCT/BR0 1/00035. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Diana B. Johannsen whose telephone number is 
571/272-0744. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30 am- 
4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, W. Gary Jones can be reached at 571/272-0745. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Diana B. Johannsen 
Primary Examiner 
May 30, 2004 



